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-- By J. W. Ballinger. VKSNK -- 


Seeing the request for entries for the "Essay" on Post War Amateur 
Radio, especially from VKS members, I will try to the best of my 
ability to express my views on this 81] important subject. Firstly, 
the important question of whether W.I./.. should have permanent staff 
or not - definitely I think that there should be & permanent staff on 
lines similar to the A.R.R.L., although not quite so elaborate, but 
with & good technical staff to help ammteurs as occasion arises and 
to improve the technical articles in "Amateur Radio." Also a good 
secretarial staff to handle the correspondence that will greatly 
increase after the war as more &nd more amateurs join W.I.A, On the 
question of frequencies I think that the lowest frequency band (200 
meter phone band) should be omitted and more use made of the 28,000 
& 56.000kc/s bands. There should also be a section of the 3.500, 
7,000, & 14,000 ke/s bands alloted to phone transmitters and a section 
of these bands alloted to CW transmitters, so &s to reduce QRM ete. 
More field days should be org&@nised by the different sections in each 
state, ospecially for 28.000 & 56.000 ke/s commnication and experi- 
mental work, 


Qn the subject of power I think that an increase from the present 
25 watts to 50 watts should be granted by tho P.M.G. and after a 
certain poriod if the operator has not caused any interference to 
broadcast listeners and has efficiently shown that he is capable of 
using high power, his division of the W.I.A. should hnve the power 
to grant him a further increase in power up to 100 watts, I also 
think that all transmitters should be crystal controlled and a 
monitoring post established by permanent staff of W.I.A. to koep 4 
eheck on the quality of signals transmitted by the different amateur 
stations. 


I also think that every amateur should be a full member of the 
W.I.4. and holp make it a bigger and better organisation. It is for 
the good of every amateur station to have & good representative body 
at the head of amateur radio in this country. I think that when tho 
now call lists come out at different periods during the yoar the 
W.I.A. should put their pamphlet "Organisation and advantages of 
membership," before a11 the new amateurs and try and get their help 
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in getting amateur radio on a sound footing in Australia, I dofin- 
itely think that the P.M.G. should invest in the W.I,A, a larger 
degree of control over amateur radio than has been given in tho past. 
I also think that the Servico end Civilian Defence Reserves should bo 
organised and maintained by moans of & governmont subsidy. My ideas 
of the post war Amateur Radio Station are thet the station be crystal 
controlled with a power of up to 50 watts, and capable of oporating 
on &11 the frequencies alloted to Amateur Radio, also that tho — 
station have a very é6fficient method of monitoring and chocking of 
frequency, the roceiver be & superhot. A directional antenna systom 
would also bo & groat asset. I think that amateurs should also bo 
given tho same privilogos as in pre-war days, oxcopt that thoy bo 
granted 4n incroase in powor from 25 watts to 50 watts, and permiss~ 
ion to carry out tolovision experiments if thoy so desire, Another 
vory important matter I think tho W.I,A, could holp in would bo in 
the organisation of a communications system in the firo areas, 
living in the aroa of the disastrous grass fire. which wiped out tho 
town-ship of Derrinellum and milos of country @round the district, I 
Imow from first-hand information what @ terrible job it was to get 
&@ny news through &s 811 phone wires wero down and tho only means of 
communication was by & car necossitating & journey of from-5@ to 50 
milos or more, whereas if tho amatours of this district were orgain- 
isod they could handle tho emergency traffic and holp tho bush fire 
fightors to got a bettor idea of how the fire is going. 


Ro tho Institute's Magazino "Amatour R@edio," I think that it coulda 
bo improved in & numbor of ways, The technical articles could bo 
medo largor and cover more fields of tho tochnical side of amateur 
radio. A DX colum on tho same lines as tho "How's DX" columm of 
Q.8.T, Would also, I fecl sure, be very much appreciated -by tho 
mombors who @re intorested in tho DX side of amatour radio. Also 
tho difforent section notes in each of the divisions could bo im- 
proved by tho W.I.A. offering a small annual prizo to tho station’ 
that-is most consistent in sending in it's monthly report - a 
corrosporidonce sottion whoroby amatours could air their views on 
mattors of interest, grouches, ctc. 


Amatour radio clubs in tho’aroas where thore aro & numbor of 
amateurs would be & benefit to tho promotion of amatour radio. In 
tho matter of compotitions, I think there should bo at least ono for 
tho amatours out where there are ne AC mains, and they havo to roply. 
on "3" Batts or vibrator unit for power, Tho roal low powor,amateurs 
do not havo much chance against the high power amateurs, I think 
something should be dono for the low power chaps in tho way of & 
lcw power competition. I think that the international contests. . 
should still-bo held as they always crcate a groat deal of interest 
in tho world of amteur radio - I think tho compotitivo spirit 
should be fostered, Tho Q.S,L. Bureau.should be continuod in oach 
of tho divisions as it was such a groat succeas in pro-war amatour, 
days. . 
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A "UTILITZ" VALVE VOLTMETER 


The instrument to be doscribed makes no pretence to displaco 
the more conventional valve voltmeter employing & sensitive moving 
coll movement (probably in tho micro-ampre rango), not does it 
claim a yvory high standard of accuracy, Rether has it been designed 
as a “"usility" inst nt requiring, for its construction oaly com- 
penents which the avorage amateur is alircady 2a eG 
tho seme timo its sensitivity is quite hi 4 
boing 5 volts. The meter used hs a 5 mi. 
mont @nd partly by virtue of the rubustness of the movement and 
partly because of the DO amplifier velve it is practically imposs- 
iblo to damtgo tho instrument by overloading. 


The arrangement employs & DC amplifior following 4 grid-leak , 
dotector and due to tho phase reverse which takes place botwoen 
the dotector &nd the amplifior, tho meter scale roads from left to 
right. 


Tho action soems to bo as follows:- After proliminary hoating up, 
tho potentiomoter Rl is adjusted until the moter indicatos zoro on 
tho dial, This is 4n arbitrary point but obviously &s far to the 
left as possible so that the meximum length of scalo is available 
for calibration. Tho.voltage to be moasured is now applied across 
AB, ‘Tho positive pulses transferred to the grid of V1 by way of C1 
causo & PD to be developed across tho grid leak R2 which biases tho 
grid negatively and so reducos the anode current. This reduces tho 
voltego drop over R3 with the rosult that the potontial at tho point 
P rises, This reduces tho bias on the grid of V2 by way of R4 with 
the rosult that an increase in anode current takes place in V2 which 
is indicated on tho moter. 


R4, C2, and 03 forma filter system which smooths out tho pul- 
sating DC 8nd prevents excessive vibration of tho needle, Tho timo 
constant of this filter combination can bo varied to provide any 
degree of damping for tho movement, which may be dosirod. 


The components within the area bounded by the dotted line XYZ 
constitute tho gotector unit which is separate and dotacmblo, Tho 
valve is an RF pentose connected @s a triode. Tho idoa is to use 
a tube having @ tcp grid connection, The tube is surmomted by o 
i¢]d which earths to the metailising of the valve, and inside 
this shield aro the grid leak and condenser, Tho terminal A is 
meunted in the centre cf a dise of pelystyrene or other suitable 
insulation coveriag the ond of tho shiold. 


For audio and lower frecuencios this unit can be plugged straight 
into tho main unit. For wessuy i frequeuct 
& tlexible oxtensicn has boen malo. Ono end cf tt 
with @ malo 7 pin plug, while the other terminated in 4 v 
holder into whieh tle doteotor mit ean be ple 
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ef the extension being inserted in tho socket frem which the valve 
has been withdrawn, The terminal A cén now be brought right up to 
the position whore measurements are required. Tho extension carries 
the heater and power supplies and a by-pass condenser 04, 


The resistors which form the voltage dividor across tho HT nood 
to bé°6f ample rating as the whole of the current for the amplifier 
stageplus tho bloeder current must be carricd. 


210,090 ohms 0.01 mfda 
e10 mogohn 4 O.1 mfa 
20.25 " C4 ..,.0.001 mfd 


2 mogohm C5,6,..4 mfda 
»+e5000 ohms 
R6...+260,000 ohms 


RATION.. Owing to the high valuo of grid leak and comparatively 
large capacity of grid condensor, the roading approxi- 

mates vory closely to tho peak value. If, thorofore, tho instrumont 

is likely to bo used to measure complex or peaky waveforms, this 

fact must bo remembered if calibration is carried out at 50 c,s 

AC (RMS) 


For this instrument the zero was chosen at @ value of plate 
current of only & fow microamperces above cut-off, whoro tho 
characteristic is not by any moans straight, with the result that 
tho adjustment of this point at oach time of uso is rather & tick- 
lish job, It would have been better te have chosen a valve of one 
er twe milltazps whore the characteristic is straight. It will bo 
found thay tho calibrétion is Jogsritimic iu charcter so that tho 
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scale ‘ig more open &@t low rcoadings--& distinct advantage, 


FERVORMANCE, , After allowing aiyaorming up period of; about 15 minutes, 
ae aa he woter, remains fairly stable’ and an accuracy of 2 or 

per cent can be expected if readings aro mado as 
roquired, If however, the meter is connected in circuit for long 
porisds, the chief limitation of most DC amplifiers makos itsolf 
apparent, This is due to the very great difference between tho 
stavic (no reading) and deflected conditions in tho motor circuit. 
Under this latter condition of use en error of over 5 porcent had 
boon notod. If, however, the zero is resot by adjustmont of R1 as 
required, tho performance satisfies most requiremonts. 


No scrious attompt had been made to extend tho rango of tho 
instrument oxcept by an input potontial divider mado up of a chain 
of high resistance leaks, 


Tho instrument hts boon used in making measuroments on gramo- 
phone pick-ups at frequencies between 8 Kce/ s and 25 c/s and its low 
rango has mado it vory uscful in this connoction. It has also boon 
used to moasuro induced voltages across resonant circuits up to 4s 
high a froquency as 14 Mc/s and although it bogins to load tho 
circuit somowhat 8% this frequency, it has very littlo offect on, say, 
tho oscillator of & broadcast superhet, 


From R.S.G.B. Bulletin. 
seer erO0Oev eevee 


LUMINISCENT MATERIALS 


Dovelopmont of now 4nd highly officient luminiscent matorials 
by sciontists in RCA Laboratories gives promiso of opening of now 
ficolds of Sctivitios in tho post war ora, according to an articlo 
by H, W, Loveronz. 


Ho points out that phosphors are unique in boing able to convert 
trie powor into white or colored light more officiontly than by 
her known pragticat means, Also they can store light for con- 
io timo intervals from less than ono hmndred thousandth of a 

d to moro than twenty-four hours, and can instantaneously trans- 
mm jnvisible radiations such as cathode or ultra-violet rays, into 
visible light. 


Possible used for phosphors are stated to include intense light 
sourcos for sound recording and theatre projoction, inexponsive 
ilk uation of workplaces and homes by using phosphor crystals 
in fluorescent lamps, luminiscont plastics to make ni time 
safer “nd more colourful, and phosphors omitting spocific radiations 
for controlled troatmont of living tissuos and organisms, 
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AMATEUR TEST EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS 


By 
Ciprles C. Quin. .VKSWQ 


It seems that in post war Amateur Radio the Him will heve to 
justify his existance as a. Ham.to the full.extent of his Licenco, 
By this is meant that an AOCP is granted for the oxpross purpose 
of "carrying out experimonts in wireless transmission." is 


In the past; many of us - now please don't take offence ~ wore in 
Ham Radio mainly for the purpose of one or two reasons. Firstly tho 
class that may be called DX ‘fiends; who ,put.so much time into. tho’ 
search for that elusive Dx that all thought’ of oxporimental radio 
Was put into tho background. Secondly were those chaps who hid to 
entertain tho BCL!s, 


Now I.dontt want to start a cémmotion amongst roaders who may... 
think that this article is written to "pick! on to tho abovementioned 
classed of Ham, and I am not writing this with tho express intontion 
of cOusing & special section to be started in this Magazine to dis~ 
guss tho subject. Suffice to say that you take it as road and chow 
itvevyer, kooping in mind what is mentioned in tho first peer ras 
eying’ got, that off my chest -- to continue, 


ha aM, panover & OW rig or roceiver was contemplated, it was eaeaaay, 
Frone ‘pinptady by! An fetta do’ din, 4 Radio or some other magazino 
OvOLdAs bo yrndd. A fran Apohithrough..the, junk box or old 
dLs¢ardod.oquipront brought ito lighb most.of thé: né¢ossary. components 
and the balance was purchisea’ fromeyeur favourite radia stora and tho 
apparatus was then put together and tested. 


fn the other hand however, you may have boon more oxperimentally 
minded and "doped! out your own circuits, and methods of construction. 
A soarch of radio stores for parts thon followed to obtain tho roquir= 
od standard of Accuracy within 4 cortain porcentage. 


It is intonded to give over a poriod a short roview of test 
apparatus of & nature which the average Ham can afford and. which 
will givo tho requirod results, This articlo deals with-tho first 
Pioce of ossential equipment, and it is intended to give a talk and 
demonstration as each article appears in Amateur Radio for that 
particular month, These talks will be given each month at the 
Victorian Division meeting, and anyone unable to attend the noetings 
and is intorested in the subject ere invitod to contact "A,R," 


With tho trend to the use of higher frequencies much moro 
accuracy of values is necessary in order to obtain the required 
rosults, 
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A moans .of measuring these parts will then bo epparont and & 
bridge of some sort to’ cho up the components to be used is 
found necossary, The following is & suggested bridge to suit 
the limited mcans of most hams, . The b: ge-has already been: 
written up in this megoz ine for Mey 1941, 


Whilst no claims are mide for EXTREME accuracy within a 
cortain porcontaége it is quite accurato enough to show if a 
condenser is .01 or .099 or .11 


This bridgo.can &lso be used to indicate tho powor or loss 
factor of condensers on tho highor capacities which can bo road 
diroctly by moans of the 2500 ohm potentiometer in sorios with 
tho 1 mfd standard, Z 


To chock up on tho lower capacities tho amount of "fuzzy" 
indicatod by the fEgo' will indicate tho stato of tho condonsor 
or resistor, a 


- A worth-while addition to this bridgo is tho noon tubs leak 
indicator, which by its frequoncy of flash indicatos tho condition 
of tho condenser, A good condenser will only flash on application 
of voltage, whilst & poor one will flash at short intorvals, 


Naturally good stindards are are absoiutely necessary, and also 
good quality switches for changing from one standard to another. 
Good regulation from the power supply is also necessary for the 
best results, and if possible a voltage regulator tube should be 
used. 

When building up this bridge, care must be exercised to keep 
the grid of the eye away from ali other irads or false readings 
will result. A good feature is that the "cold" side of the bridge 
need not be eartned or on the other hand, any components under test 
need not be entirely disconnected frem any apparatus being checked-- 
it being only necessary to ensure that the "hot" side of the bridge 
to be connected to the free end of the component under test...this 
is providing the apparatus is not earthed or connected to the light 
mains 

Resistors from 10 ohms to 30 megohms and condensers from 1O mmfd 
to 50 mfd can be checked with an accuracy of between 1 and 5 per 
cent throughout the whole range. 


Operation is the same as tuning a signal to zero beat..ise. when 
the eye is fully open the value of the component under test is ten 
read off the calibrated scaie, It will aiso be noticed even on the 
extreme ranges of both capacity and resistance the eye will open or 
close over "resonance" and the effect will be noticed as the slider 
goes over each turn of wire on the resistance strip of the potentio- 
meter. Quoting this points out that a good quality potentiometer 
is essential. 

This article together with a cirenit will be continued in next 
months issue. 


ehh 
THE TECHNICAL LIBRARY 


THE TECHNIQUE OF RADIO DESIGN .. E. E, Zepler (Lond, 1943) 
311 wges ae 35/- 


RADIO RECEIVER DESIGN...K. R. Sturley. Part 1 R.F, Amplification 
and Detection (Lond. 1945) 435 p.----48/6. 


These books are grouped together in this revdew for several 
reasons,..they cover the same ground, are both by M@rconi engineers, 
both appeared at the same time and they are both in tho top line of 
radio manuals. The only difference of any importance is tt 
Sturley deals with his subject more fully th#n does his collcague. 


Thore has boen, until the appearance of these two books 4 total 
lack of any work devoted entirely to recciver design, but tmt pos- 
ition kas been well and truly romediod. 


The following is @ summary of the chapter headings in Zepler's 
book and although the chapter headings in the other book are not tho 
same, the material is substantially the same. Symbols, Useful 
Formulae, Fundamental Theoretical Facts, Transfer of Energy from the 
Aerial, The Amplifier Stage, Problems of Detection and Frequency 
Changing, Selectivity, Receiver Noise, Gain Control, The Principles 
of S creening, Undesired Feedback, Hum énd Spurious Beats, Distortion, 
Parasitic Resonances, Power Supply, Routine Medsuremonts, Fault 
Finding. (It must be understood that Sturley covers only the K.F. 
and detection end, Part 2 of his book is in the pross), 


The best chapters in both books are those dealing with Aerial 
Coils and with Screoning. Either of tlpse books can be heartily 
recomn ended. * 


TIME BASES .... SCANNING GENERATORS. 
0. S. Puckle (London 1943) ... 204 pages ... 26/6. 


4n excellent specialist volume dealing with a subject that has 
& surprisingly wide field, As may be seen from the following sum- 
mary ... Introduction, Time Base Wave Forms, Types of Time Baso -= 
oporated from AC supply -- from DC supply, Herd Valve Types and 
extornally operated. Then follows Trigger Circuits, Blocking Oscill-— 
ators and Inductive Time Bases, Polar Co-ordinate Multiple and Vel- 
ocity Modulation Time Bases, Linearisation of the Trace, Push-pull 
deflection, Synchronisation of Time Bases, and uso of a time base 
for froquency division. 


After peusing for breath Mr. Puckel then divos into & bunch 
of Appondices (tho literary kind of course) @s follows:- The Cathode 
Ray Tube, The Curvature of the Charging Characteristic. Tho Charac- 
teristics of a Gas Discharge Tube used as 4 Time Base Discharger 
Valvo, Differentiating and Integrating Circuit, The Generation of 
Square Waves and ate ete. 
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SLOUGH HATS and FORAGE CAPS 
Well, I simply hate to sey it, and it is no doubt heresy or fifth 
column, or the act of a cuisiing, but, thank gocdness for Victoria, 
as without them this months notes would just about cease at the 
beginning. I often wonder where ail the leds who were to supply me 
with notes (one from each state) are????? Any VK2,4,5,6, or 7 wanting 
the job please advise me and I will fix it with the Manpower. Hi! 
Gee, when I read that first sentence I am of tne opinion that I had 
better keep away from the VK2 Division Meacing for a year or so. Hi} 
Stetf/4 Pet Vesper VK2PV has some tc a stcp at Ingleburn Camp 
Hospital after quite e bit of touring round, inco.uding a trip to 
Papua in the eerly “hot days up there. So if the medicine tastes 
crook at the camp, you know who to blame. Hi! But crook mecicine is, 
as some used to maintain about RAC (the "R-er" the petter) it gets 
to the right spot. 
Petty Officer Jim Kerley has moved South again and may be found 
at the Naval Depot at Flinders. Lest time we menticned Jim in this 
page we gave him a few letters after his name, which moved him to 
write a ietter correcting our mistake. I've left the letters out 
this time but would be pleased to receive a letter (3NY). Inciden- 
tally, a laddie named Burke who worked with you, Jim, stays just 
near 2YCs. 
VK3EC. We are indebted to Mrs. E. Cook of Swan Hill for some 
news of her husband Sgt. B. Cook of the RAAF. has been stat- 
ioned in the Darwin area for some time now and we understand that he 
is fairly close to Darwin. He is attached to the Office of Engineer- 
ing Production at Headquarters, and is with a mobile unit. His add- 
ress is Group 34, and he would be pleased to contact any other hams 
in this area (there must be quite a few, om..including, now 3RJ..2YC) 


In Group 671 Darwin are 3EM Cpl Ted Menifoid, and also Cpl. Clem 
Day 3GY. Hoth of these are looking forward to a spot of leave after 
fifteen months service up there. Both Ted and Clem have stuck toget- 
her rzom the o moment of the initial course over two years ugo. 
ee in this Geoup is F/Lt D.C, Staiker of Colac, better known as 


5qi,/Ldr. Pat Boyd 3PB who recentiy figured in some good work up 
"north" is also stationed in the Darwin Area, after his long spell 
overseas. 


Lt. Jack Davis VK2AFY is OC of a Radar W/Shop in VK4, He says 
"boy of boy, wait i 6 T got 


some bright ideas. 
Jack has new 9 yf 
who hails from VKS 
as aii good wives 


+ so I guess s 
lave for ug all, 
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Had a visit the other day from W7FAX, whom as is the case with oll 
hams at 2Y¥C, we were very pluased to see. This lad is a pretty silent 
worker. Came to VK3 in '42, and somehow or other missed you all there, 
But in Northern VK4c he struck 4EC, thence to Brisbane and more Hams, 
then to Sydney to see VK2VV,0% 2ABG and others. liven took a dash up 
to Canberra to see 21D. He didn't know the Navy up there was full 
ot Hams and may even make another trip. Nozm is “sold on the Aussie... 
Tea idea" and when he gets home the family had better get good and 
ready to quit “cawfee" and get on to tea. Hit Norm is at present 
at Milne } 

Sgte Ted Peppercorn 237 is out of New Guinea and fondly hopes he 
sees it again..at least the parts he koowws already. Ted rec- 
ceived a notice with an awful red remark "Th and Final Notice" oo. 
but the other tvo haven't caught up yet, Ted's time is taken up now 
with instructional work and looking after a W/f Workshop. He wants 
to know where one gets 16 gauge cadmium plated steel boxes and chassis 
made up.e.e.ethe answer Ted is "where, of where". 


Jack Coulter 3MV is now Telegraphist on H.M.AeS< Mildure..keeping 
the sea lines open somewhere in the West or beyond. He reports hav- 
ing Ted Marley 4C0J as a passenger on one trip. ‘exen ail round his 
iuck with Hams has been right out. "Cpt" Bligh 4UH was on board and 
he missed him and worse still while in a US Nuvat Buse a Yank Lt. or 
Cpt. put head in the cabin door and called our - Hams here." But, 
alas, for 3MV, he just couldn't answer at the 1 nt and when he 
could chase that yank he was gone forever. Hi! 3iiV thinks the 
call was W7EYD. 


Charlie Miller 4US/2ADP is stationed at Amberley, but would much 
prefer to be closer to the Jnr. ops Ian Charlies and his older sister 
Heather, Chas thinks that possibly he may not be on the air quite 
80 much after the War. Hil 


VK3TR another ex 200 mx man in the R.A-A-F. has the rank of Fit/Lt 
Chris Rainbow. Chris writes “At present I am Inspection Officer 
covering an ares from Onslow to Albany in W.A., travelling by aircraft 
Naturally radio is a sect n of the work I em interested in. 
ail parts cf the world and 
» Met Col, Ferguson VK5CJ on 
a nave. hae was then a Bact Signals R.A-A.F. ond was going for 

sion." 

You all know how I've waited and waited for ¢qd/Ldr Arthur Waltz 
4a to visit me and dig out the eir-raid shelter. Well he arrived OK 
the © Saturday and when I opened the door he handed me a medical 
cer ate seying "Nalarial pasient, too sick to worki!! An officer - 
huh’ 39 he sez - but a. ewell T é Glad to see you enywoy 
artmir and I'll keep e@ job "open for you is 
hat just 1 3B me a@ littie space to put in what is called my 
wnge", You cun all si it with me “where's those notes"??? 
is Jim Corbin, 78 Haoy St, Eastlakes, Mascot and the ‘phone 
number is MU1092...cnd Hams are always welcome. 


Sab 
DEON ET Sa TO AOA im eet ONT eS. 


- NEY SOUTH WaL#S DIVISION - 


The August General Mseting of the BEES was hela at Y.M.C.a. 
Builgings on Thursday 17th August. The cttendanee was quite a good 
one ana the Chairman in decluring the m-eti Open. extended a wel- 
come to Petty Officer Telegranhist W. 1. Ve2itt, Petty Officer 
Telegraphist Frank O'Dayer Vz’ » Sergeai rry Mcniel VK2?t? 
Norman Jannin W7FAX, Jeti Savage VK2au7 “end Alex Borlan ex-XFT. 


Members were informed that a re-shuffie in Office Bearers had 
taken place since the last General Meeting both the Secretary 
W. G. Ryan VE2TI and the Chairman R. A. griddle VK@RA having asked 
Council to relieve them of the various duties attached to these 
Offices. As a result of this re-shuffle the Meeting was informed that 
Val Ryan VE2TI had been unanimously elected Chairman and Mr. Chas. 
Higgins VK2LO was the new Secretary. It was decided to place on 
record the Division's appregiation ofstke. stirling: swork performed by 
®RA as Chairman of the Division, a position he had occupied for the 
past few years. The new Chairman VK2TI statea that upon many occas- 
tons he had been given all the credit for the 4.C.N. but this was not 
true as 2RA, and he alone, was responsible for planning the scheme. 
221 also went on to say that during his eight years as Secretry of 
the Division he had teen associatea with three Chairmen, all of whom 
had been a tower of strength to the Institute, but of these three men, 
he fclt confident in saying that 2Ra had had a most difficult job in 
guiding the Institute auring the war years and for that reason alone 
his work haa besn of the utmost value, and that he was entitled to be 
numbered among the stalwarts of the Institute. 


The mecting was informed that the Bushfires Auvisory Committee 
had requested the Institute to obtain a Census of Equipment and 
available Personnel in order to inaugurate a Bush Fires Radio Network. 
This is good news for Country amateurs and by now you should have 
received a questionnaire in connection with this matter. The B.M.a.C. 
were anxious to put this scheme into o-eration immediately but before 
committing the Institute to any action it was felt that it would be 
preferable to have some knowleuge of what woula be avuilable. It is 
fully realiseu that quite a number of Country amateurs are on Service 
anu that others lett the Country for the City. One thing is certain 
however ana that is this, the Network will go into oneration as soon 
as possible even if only on a small scale and thus provide a smaleus 
for the time when thé boys .comehome-again. )* "P= 

¢ 

Briefly the scheme calls for a number of portable trausdeivers 
to operate at the scene of the fire, . forward base station to main- 
tain communication with the Firefighters and the town. It is anti- 
cipated that freqneiecies will be in the 2-3 megacyale band. 
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Many times ir the past the value of the E.C.N. has been stressed 
as a weans of demonstrating the value of the australian Amateur to 
the pewers that be. Here he tirst evidence of that demonstration. 
If the sustrelian 4 2ke his nl.ce in Smergency Communi- 
arjroaching days of Peace the most import- 
< and what more important to australia 


ant avenue will be Rela 


W 
is the control and eradication of Bushfires. 


a few Gountry .mateurs 
donc th.t their interests 
reason to téeel this way 
the Lastitute 

ros Net should be 
memoer the size 


When the s-C.N. was first £ 
felt that they had been isrt oui 
had been overlooxe ue 


rned quit 
the 
had 


ticular t1 
ions. ‘The 
an gnswer to this criticism, G<¢.4o 1t fellows. 5 
of the scheme will deyend entire!!y uoon the response to the circular. 


The British Broaucasting Corporation are anxious to make compar- 
isons with their Pacific Service na that of the Germ.ns, ind has 
usked the co-operation of exsvrienced listeners. The Senior Radio 
Inspector has asked the assistance of the Institute in this matter 
and this hod been willingly pledged. The Tusts w:ll be helu over the 
first seven days cf sach month Sentember, October, November, Dec mbur 
ang Revort Porms will be sent to fifteen different members oi the 
Division each morth. Every member whe recsives a circular is askea 
to co-oncrate and remember this. you .re cnly uskea to co this one 
tonth. By this means it is .ntisioated that every member of the 
Institute will have p.rticipated and thus an excellent cross sectional 
e.verage will be obtained. 


At the conclusion of Gener:.l Business, three informal talks wero 
given by the visitors commencing with P/O Tel Y. Hurris, who gave a 
vivid description of the action off Guadalcanal and the sinking of 
H.oM.a.S. Ounberra - on which he was stationed ut the time, and gave 
the lis dirgct to many rumors as to the actual cause of her sinking. 


Wilf was followed by Surseant Harry Mondel who gave a humorous 
Sag oe a of the uifficulties encountered when Radio gear went 
roppo." 


(Our american visitor turnea out to be one of the quietest of the 
species that we have yet encountered and can't understund why the 
W6's could work the VK's so easily. He rackoned it was all in the 
quéstion of antennas. Some of the lads didn't albogether agree. In 
fact they had a bit to say about the "California Kilowatt." 


. The next General Meeting of the Division will be held at Y¥.M.0.A. 
Buildings on Yharsday 21st Saptember and a eorcial iuvitatior is 
extended to all amitours to be present. 
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NEGATION NTTORE. 

With the Battle of the Pacific rapidly drawin: to an end and 
hostilities getting closer to Jaoan it was lo.ical to expect that 
thers woulu te some re-orsanisation with regard to Nationel imergency 
Services. 


The Premier, Mr. “. J. Mc¥ell has cecreed that whilst all sxer- 
cises are to be reuuced to a minimum, key personnel are to be retained. 


The point was stressed that the Network is now considered a very 
important if not the most important part of the N.d-3. organisation 
and no slackening off is to be observed, This indeed wis a great 
compliment ana reflects no little crecit on the splendic work that 
oncrators have done and will still continue to do. 


4zercises are nox helu. on the First Tuesday and THird Monday of 
gach month anu although the traffic handled is not as great as pvrev- 
jously, ‘enough messazes are received to maxe ‘the sxercises quite 
interesting. st 


Here is a message to ull Network personne} bearing unon previous 
para,raohs, ith ths fullin. off in N,&.3. activities you may be 
reasonably for,iven for feelin. thut there is not much use in attend- 
ing your station each month. Nothing is further from the truth. 1 
ask you to rezlise that the Network orly came into deine aiter a three 
yours struggle to be recognised. The amuteur movanont has gained a 
tremenaous advertisement from the overations of the Network. If it is 
Cecided that the Lepartment of National wmergoncy Survices is to be 
discontinusd, it is un to every onerator to sec that tho Nutwork 
functions rizht un to the time that this decision is mace i.) TO WO 
NOTHING TH).T WOULD HiSTSNY THS DECISION. Quoting an extromoly hypothe- 
tical cass, it must never bo suia tht one of the reasons for closing 
cown "8.3. sas the fsilurs of tho Rucio systom. I trust I have mace 
mysslf cloar} 


seen O0Oreeecaee 


VICTORIAN DIVISION . 


This pivision has boon anproachta'by tho Por:sts Commission 
with 4 suggestion wheruby Institutv Kombsers in cort.in country 
argas coul¢.co-oncrate with the Commission's X.cio nutwork. “Thile 
at prosont no definite scheme has been svolvid, Council in an 
endvavour to ascurtain whut Mombors anc how they c.n ussist in any 
schomo, a circular will be rx G by Hame in eertain areas in thse 
courss of the next fow days. 
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As pointed out carlisr, only Hams in certain are2s will re- 
ecive this questionsire, which they Sfe'asked to req carsfully, 
and at tho samc time answer the quostions very carefully, as the 
information is vital to any scheme which may coms into Yoina. 
Hams recciving this quustionaigs ars asked to treat the matter 
URGENT. . 


Non-financial members are notified that this issue SEPTEMBER 
will bu the LAST forw:raed until such time as they renow thir 
subdscrintions. 


at last Council mucting all Officers wers re-elected for the 
cnsuing tcrm. Messrs. R. Marriott, Chairman of Council; R. A. C. 
Andurson, Secretary; anu J. G. Mursland, Treasurer. S.rgeant 
rae (Bill) Williams was appointca to Council as Country Reproson~ 
= VGe 


AS promisud in tho last issue 4 further report of tho Annual 
General Mcuting would be included in this issue. The mecting was 
prodominutoa by members of the survicus as well as being truly 
roprusentative of 111 Status including america. These included:- 
Major F/L. John Traill VK2XQ; F/L D. H. Dougan VE2AM; 
F/1 R. O. Harris VKSFL; F/s H. Dangerfield 
lur VK3EG; P/L %.J. Nacholls VK3¥X; F/s N. Fox- 
croft VKEZUQ; Gan G,. I. Patterson VESYP; Wing Comminder W. Gronow 
VES1G; and Charles Garvey We"NW T/Sgnt. Victorian Council hopes that 
these Hams will bo regular visitors at the meetings in future. 


Also prescnt wore representatives from the Vietorian Railways 
Institute Radio Chub well known in pre-war days as VKSRI. Those 
members of 3RI were: Messrs. D'Bricn, Orchard and Sykes. The 
Victorian Division oxtends a cordial invitition to ull members of 
the Club to attunu the Victorian Division mestings. 


Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Plowman (VK3QC) on the 
recent arrival of a YL on. 
eer 00Oneee 


WaNTED TO BUY, SHELL OR SXCHANGH. 


Readsrs are invited to advertise their wanted to buy, sell or 
exchange under this heading...,Rates....sixpence per ling. 


WaNTBD TO PURCHASE. 


WaNTED - Split-Stator Condenser, double spaced, not more thin 10Ommfd 
in each section, »lso midget type of sums cap.city not_ 
necessirily double spaced. Full particulars to %. G. Ryan, 
21 Tunstall avenus, Kingsford, N.3.W- (If equipment is uncer 
sual, arrangements will be mide for rulvase.) 
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